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Transformative, Equitable and Coordinated Action for 2030

Together 2030’s Full Position Paper for the 2026
High Level Political Forum

Theme: Transformative, equitable, innovative, and coordinated actions for the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development and its Sustainable Development Goals for a sustainable future for all.

l. Introduction

The Together 2030 Stakeholder Group (T2030 SG) submits this full position paper to the 2026 High-Level
Political Forum on Sustainable Development (HLPF) as a comprehensive articulation of civil society’s
analysis, priorities, and expectations for the final years of the 2030 Agenda. This document expands upon
the Executive Summary published as an official HLPF document and provides the substantive foundation
from which that summary was drawn.

The paper reflects our collective perspective as a stakeholder group fully committed to the implementation
of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the achievement of the Sustainable Development
Goals. It is grounded in the lived realities of communities experiencing the intersecting crises of climate
change, conflict, economic instability, democratic backsliding, and widening inequalities.

The scope of this paper aligns with the 2026 HLPF theme: “Transformative, equitable, innovative and
coordinated actions for the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and its Sustainable Development
Goals for a sustainable future for all.” It focuses in particular on the SDGs under review in 2026—SDG 6
(Clean Water and Sanitation), SDG 7 (Affordable and Clean Energy), SDG 9 (Industry, Innovation and
Infrastructure), SDG 11 (Sustainable Cities and Communities), and SDG 17 (Partnerships for the Goals)—
while situating them within the broader political and socioeconomic context.

The Political Moment of 2026

The year 2026 marks a decisive juncture for the 2030 Agenda. With less than four years remaining, global
progress is insufficient across most SDGs, and in some cases, gains have reversed. The world is not merely
“off track”; it is confronting structural crises that expose the fragility of development models and the
inadequacy of incremental approaches.

The 2026 HLPF takes place amid intensifying climate impacts, geopolitical tensions, and economic
pressures that constrain fiscal space for sustainable development. At the same time, civic space continues
to shrink, with human rights defenders—including women human rights defenders, youth activists, and
disability rights advocates—facing heightened risks. These dynamics threaten the very foundations of the
2030 Agenda: participation, accountability, and human rights.

Yet this moment also presents an opportunity. Across regions, communities are demonstrating resilience,
innovation, and leadership. Women'’s organizations are advancing climate adaptation strategies; youth
networks are driving digital innovation; Organizations of Persons with Disabilities are shaping inclusive



infrastructure design; and local communities are pioneering sustainable water and energy solutions. These
efforts underscore the transformative potential of rights-based, community-driven action.

Methodology and Approach

This position paper draws on consultations with civil society organizations that are members of the
Together 2030 Stakeholder Group, analysis of global and regional data, and review of UN reports, academic
research, and community-generated evidence. It integrates gender, age, and disability perspectives
throughout, consistent with the principle of leaving no one behind.

Structure of the Paper

e Section Il provides an expanded analysis of the global context, examining structural drivers of
regression, civic space dynamics, financing challenges, and the climate-conflict-inequality nexus.

e Section lll explores the imperative of equity and transformative action, highlighting cross-cutting
issues such as gender equality, disability inclusion, youth leadership, Indigenous Peoples’ rights,
and localization.

e Section IV presents detailed analyses of the SDGs under review, including regional disparities,
governance and financing gaps, and the lived experiences of marginalized groups.

e Section V outlines cross-cutting priorities essential for achieving the SDGs under review.

e Section VI concludes with a political affirmation on SDG acceleration, emphasizing the need for
coordinated, equitable, and people-centered action as the world approaches 2030.

A Shared Commitment

Together 2030 Stakeholder Group affirms its commitment to working with Member States, UN agencies,
and communities to advance the 2030 Agenda with urgency, justice, and accountability. The 2026 HLPF
must serve as a turning point—transforming commitments into coordinated, equitable, and sustainable
action for all.

ll. Global Context: Structural Crises and Systemic Inequalities

The global context in which the 2026 High-Level Political Forum convenes is defined by a convergence of
crises that are simultaneously eroding development gains and exposing the structural weaknesses of
global governance. Climate change, conflict, economic instability, democratic backsliding, and widening
inequalities have created a multidimensional crisis landscape that disproportionately affects women,
children, youth, persons with disabilities, and marginalized communities.

These crises are not isolated shocks; they are symptoms of deeper systemic failures. The persistence of
poverty, the fragility of essential services, the inadequacy of social protection systems, and the exclusion
of civil society from decision-making processes reflect long-standing structural inequities. The 2030
Agenda envisioned a universal, rights-based, and transformative pathway for sustainable development.



Yet, halfway through its implementation period, the world is confronting the reality that progress has been
uneven, fragmented, and insufficient.

A. Climate Change, Environmental Degradation, and the Inequality Nexus

Climate change remains the most significant threat multiplier of our time. Intensifying droughts, floods,
heatwaves, and storms are undermining water security, food systems, infrastructure, and urban resilience.
These impacts are not distributed evenly. Women and girls often bear increased care burdens and face
heightened risks of gender-based violence during climate-related displacement’. Persons with disabilities
experience disproportionate mortality during disasters due to inaccessible early warning systems and
evacuation routes®. Children and youth face long-term developmental, educational, and health
consequences.

Environmental degradation—including deforestation, biodiversity loss, and pollution—further compounds
vulnerabilities. Communities dependent on natural resources for livelihoods, particularly rural
populations, face existential threats. The degradation of watersheds and aquifers directly undermines SDG
6, while fossil-fuel-driven pollution and energy insecurity impede progress on SDG 7.

Climate impacts also intersect with economic inequality. Low-income households spend a higher
proportion of their income on water, energy, and housing, making them more vulnerable to price shocks
and service disruptions. Urban poor communities, particularly those living in informal settlements, are
disproportionately exposed to climate hazards due to inadequate infrastructure and limited access to basic
services.

B. Conflict, Instability, and the Erosion of Development Gains

Armed conflict and political instability continue to reverse decades of development progress. In 2025,
more than 114 million people were forcibly displaced—the highest number ever recorded®. Conflict
disrupts water and sanitation systems, destroys energy infrastructure, and devastates cities and
communities, directly undermining SDGs 6, 7, 9, and 11.

Women and children represent the majority of displaced populations and face heightened risks of
violence, exploitation, and exclusion. Youth in conflict-affected settings experience disrupted education
and limited economic opportunities, while persons with disabilities face extreme barriers to accessing
humanitarian assistance and essential services.

Conflict also constrains fiscal space, as governments divert resources from social services and sustainable
development to security expenditures. This further widens inequalities and undermines the capacity of
states to invest in resilient infrastructure, clean energy, and inclusive urban development.

C. Economic Pressures, Debt, and the Financing Crisis

The global financing landscape has deteriorated significantly. The SDG financing gap has widened to an
estimated $4.2 trillion annually?, driven by slow economic growth, rising interest rates, and limited access
to concessional finance. More than 60% of low-income countries are in or at high risk of debt distress®.

High debt burdens constrain governments’ ability to invest in water and sanitation systems, renewable
energy, resilient infrastructure, and sustainable urban development. Austerity measures



disproportionately affect women, youth, and persons with disabilities, who rely more heavily on public
services and social protection systems.

Financing challenges also impede innovation and technology transfer. Small-scale producers, women-led
enterprises, youth innovators, and disability-led organizations face systemic barriers to accessing capital,
limiting their ability to contribute to sustainable industrialization and infrastructure development.

D. Democratic Backsliding and Shrinking Civic Space

Civic space continues to shrink globally, with restrictions on freedoms of expression, assembly, and
association. Human rights defenders—including women human rights defenders, youth activists,
environmental defenders, and disability rights advocates—face harassment, criminalization, and
violence®.

Shrinking civic space undermines the 2030 Agenda’s foundational principles of participation,
accountability, and transparency. Without meaningful engagement of civil society, policy decisions risk
being disconnected from community needs and realities.

The exclusion of marginalized groups from decision-making processes perpetuates inequalities. Women'’s
organizations, youth networks, and Organizations of Persons with Disabilities often lack access to formal
consultation mechanisms, limiting their ability to influence policies related to water governance, energy
transitions, infrastructure development, and urban planning.

E. Regional Divergence and Uneven Progress

Progress toward the SDGs varies significantly across regions. While some countries have made advances
in renewable energy deployment, digital infrastructure, and urban resilience, others face stagnation or
regression due to conflict, climate shocks, or economic instability.

Least Developed Countries (LDCs) and Small Island Developing States (SIDS) face unique vulnerabilities.
LDCs struggle with limited fiscal space and infrastructure deficits, while SIDS confront existential threats
from sea-level rise and extreme weather events. Both groups face barriers to accessing climate finance
and technology transfer.

Regional disparities also exist within countries. Rural communities often lack access to safe water, clean
energy, and resilient infrastructure. Urban inequalities manifest in informal settlements, where inadequate
housing, unsafe mobility, and environmental hazards disproportionately affect women, children, youth,
and persons with disabilities.

F. The Imperative of Multilateralism

The complexity of today’s crises underscores the need for strengthened multilateral cooperation.
Fragmented responses, insufficient financing, and limited coordination have hindered progress. The 2026
HLPF presents an opportunity to reaffirm the centrality of multilateralism and to advance reforms that
enhance equity, accountability, and effectiveness.

Civil society plays a critical role in revitalizing multilateralism. Through monitoring, advocacy, service
delivery, and community mobilization, civil society organizations contribute to transparency, innovation,



and accountability. Their participation is essential for ensuring that global commitments translate into
meaningful action at the local level.

lll. Transformative Action and the Imperative of Equity

The 2030 Agenda is anchored in the commitment to leave no one behind, yet persistent structural
inequalities continue to determine who benefits from development and who is excluded. Transformative
action—action that shifts systems, redistributes power, and addresses root causes—is therefore essential
for achieving the SDGs by 2030. Equity is not only a guiding principle; it is the operational foundation of
meaningful progress.

Equity requires that policies, institutions, and financing mechanisms prioritize those who face systemic
barriers: women, children, youth, persons with disabilities, people of African descent, communities
discriminated against based on work and descent, older persons, and other marginalized groups. These
groups experience overlapping forms of discrimination that shape their access to services, participation in
decision-making, and resilience to crises.

A. Human Rights as the Foundation of Transformation

Human rights provide the normative and legal framework for the 2030 Agenda. Yet in many contexts,
rights-based approaches remain underutilized or actively undermined. Shrinking civic space,
discriminatory laws, and barriers to participation weaken the ability of communities to influence decisions
that affect their lives. Without rights-based governance, SDG implementation risks reinforcing existing
inequalities rather than dismantling them.

A transformative approach requires that states uphold their human rights obligations, including the rights
to water and sanitation, adequate housing, energy, participation, and non-discrimination. Civil society—
including women’s rights organizations, youth networks, Organizations of Persons with Disabilities, and
organizations representing communities discriminated against by work or descent and people of African
descent—must be recognized as essential partners in monitoring, accountability, and policy design.

CIVIC SPACE AND RIGHTS-BASED DEVELOPMENT

Evidence shows that countries with stronger civic space protections achieve more sustainable and equitable
development outcomes. Restrictions on civil society participation correlate with weaker accountability,
reduced transparency, and slower progress on SDGs related to water, energy, and urban development.

B. Gender Equality as a Driver of Systemic Change

Gender inequality remains one of the most persistent barriers to sustainable development. Women and
girls continue to face disproportionate burdens in unpaid care work, limited access to resources, and
heightened exposure to violence. These inequalities intersect with other forms of discrimination, including
disability, age, race, ethnicity, and descent-based discrimination.

Transformative action requires gender-responsive budgeting, inclusive infrastructure design, and policies
that redistribute power and resources. Women’s leadership must be recognized as central to climate



resilience, community development, and innovation. Across the SDGs under review, gender equality is not
only a cross-cutting issue—it is a prerequisite for progress.

GENDER AND CLIMATE RESILIENCE
Women's organizations are leading climate adaptation initiatives across regions, yet they receive less
than 1% of global climate finance. Increasing direct funding to women-led groups strengthens
community resilience and accelerates progress on SDGs 6, 7, 9, and 11.

C. Disability Inclusion as a Prerequisite for Universality

Persons with disabilities represent approximately 16% of the global population, yet they remain among
the most excluded from development processes. Inaccessible infrastructure, discriminatory policies, and
a lack of disaggregated data perpetuate exclusion across all sectors. For the SDGs under review—water
and sanitation, energy, infrastructure, cities, and partnerships—disability inclusion is essential.

Inclusive design, universal accessibility standards, and meaningful participation of disability-led
organizations are critical for ensuring that infrastructure, services, and technologies meet the needs of all
people. Disability inclusion is not a technical adjustment; it is a transformative shift that strengthens the
universality and effectiveness of SDG implementation.

DISABILITY AND INFRASTRUCTURE ACCESS
More than 50% of public buildings in low- and middle-income countries remain inaccessible to
persons with disabilities. Universal design standards improve access for all and reduce long-term
infrastructure costs.

D. Children’s Rights, Well-Being, and Agency in Sustainable Development

Children represent nearly one-third of the world’s population, yet their needs, rights, and lived
experiences remain insufficiently integrated into SDG implementation. The intersecting crises of climate
change, conflict, economic instability, and environmental degradation have profound and lasting impacts
on children’s health, education, safety, and development.

Children face heightened vulnerabilities across all SDGs under review. Lack of access to safe drinking water
and sanitation exposes them to preventable diseases and undermines school attendance. Energy poverty
limits access to lighting, clean cooking, and essential health services. Inadequate infrastructure and unsafe
urban environments increase risks of injury, displacement, and exploitation. These challenges are
compounded for children with disabilities, children from communities discriminated against based on
work and descent, and children of African descent.

Despite these vulnerabilities, children are not merely passive recipients of services—they are rights
holders with agency, perspectives, and contributions that must be recognized. Children and adolescents
are increasingly engaged in climate action, community initiatives, and peer-to-peer education. Their
insights are essential for designing solutions that are safe, accessible, and responsive to their needs.



A transformative approach requires embedding children’s rights across policies, budgets, and
implementation frameworks, including child-friendly services, safe public spaces, disability-inclusive
infrastructure, and meaningful participation.

CHILD WELL-BEING AND SDG PROGRESS
Countries that invest in child health, nutrition, and protection systems show faster and more equitable
progress across multiple SDGs. Child well-being is a sensitive indicator of systemic inequality and
resilience.

E. Youth Leadership and Intergenerational Justice

Young people are at the forefront of climate action, digital innovation, and social movements. Yet they
continue to face barriers to participation, employment, and decision-making. Intergenerational justice
demands that youth be engaged not as beneficiaries but as co-architects of solutions.

Youth-led innovation is essential for advancing SDG 7 on clean energy, SDG 9 on industry and
infrastructure, and SDG 11 on sustainable cities. Their leadership is also critical for revitalizing
multilateralism and strengthening accountability. Transformative action requires institutional mechanisms
that guarantee youth participation at all levels of governance.

YOUTH AND DIGITAL INNOVATION
Youth innovators are driving advances in renewable energy, digital inclusion, and community-based
infrastructure solutions. However, fewer than 10% of youth-led organizations report having access to
sustainable financing.

F. Addressing Racial, Descent-Based, and Historical Inequalities

People of African descent and communities discriminated on work and descent (CDWD) continue to face
entrenched forms of discrimination rooted in historical injustices, caste-based exclusion, and systemic
racism. These inequalities manifest in limited access to water and sanitation, energy, housing,
employment, and political participation.

Transformative action requires explicit recognition of these forms of discrimination and targeted measures
to dismantle them. This includes inclusive data systems, anti-discrimination laws, equitable access to
services, and meaningful participation in decision-making processes.

STRUCTURAL DISCRIMINATION AND SERVICE ACCESS
Communities facing racial or descent-based discrimination are significantly more likely to live in areas
with inadequate water, sanitation, and energy services. Targeted policies and inclusive governance
improve access and reduce disparities.



G. Ageing and the Life-Course Approach

Older persons face increasing vulnerabilities due to inadequate social protection, inaccessible
infrastructure, and limited access to essential services. Climate impacts, energy insecurity, and urban
hazards disproportionately affect ageing populations, particularly older women and older persons with
disabilities.

A life-course approach recognizes that ageing is a universal experience and that policies must support
dignity, autonomy, and inclusion at all stages of life. Integrating ageing into SDG implementation
strengthens resilience and ensures that development benefits are shared across generations.

H. Localization and Community-Driven Development

Communities are the frontline implementers of the SDGs. Local governments, civil society organizations,
and community-based groups are often the first responders to crises and the primary providers of essential
services. Yet they receive a fraction of global development financing.

Localization is not merely decentralization; it is a shift in power, resources, and decision-making toward
those closest to the challenges and solutions. Community-driven development strengthens accountability,
enhances resilience, and ensures that policies reflect local realities.

LOCALIZATION AND SDG DELIVERY
Less than 10% of global development finance reaches local actors directly. Increasing direct support
to local governments and community organizations significantly improves service delivery and
accelerates SDG progress.

IV. SDGs Under Review: State of Play, Structural Barriers, and Pathways
for Transformation

The 2026 HLPF reviews five SDGs that are foundational to sustainable development: water and sanitation
(SDG 6), energy (SDG 7), industry and infrastructure (SDG 9), sustainable cities (SDG 11), and
partnerships (SDG 17). These Goals are deeply interconnected and collectively shape the enabling
environment for all other SDGs. Progress across them remains uneven and, in many contexts, insufficient.
Structural inequalities, financing gaps, discriminatory systems, and governance challenges continue to
impede implementation, particularly for women, children, youth, persons with disabilities, people of
African descent, communities discriminated against on work and descent, older persons, and other
marginalized groups.

SDG 6 — Clean Water and Sanitation

Access to safe, affordable, and climate-resilient water and sanitation remains out of reach for billions of
people. Despite global commitments, progress has slowed, and in some regions, it has reversed. Climate
change is intensifying water scarcity, contamination, and infrastructure failures, while population growth
and urbanization place additional pressure on already fragile systems.



These challenges disproportionately affect marginalized communities, particularly women and girls who
bear the burden of water collection, children exposed to preventable diseases, and persons with
disabilities who face inaccessible facilities.

The inequalities embedded in water and sanitation systems reflect broader structural disparities. Rural
communities, informal settlements, and areas affected by conflict or environmental degradation
experience the greatest deficits. People of African descent and communities discriminated against by work
and descent often live in neighborhoods with inadequate infrastructure due to historical and systemic
discrimination. Older persons and persons with disabilities face barriers to accessing safe and dignified
sanitation facilities, especially during emergencies.

Governance remains a central challenge. Fragmented institutional responsibilities, insufficient financing,
and weak regulatory frameworks undermine the sustainability and equity of water systems. Community
participation in water governance is often limited, and the voices of women, youth, and disability-led
organizations are rarely integrated into decision-making processes.

Climate change further complicates the landscape. Droughts, floods, and extreme weather events disrupt
water supply, damage infrastructure, and contaminate water sources. These impacts are particularly
severe in Small Island Developing States (SIDS), Least Developed Countries (LDCs), and arid regions. Urban
areas face increasing pressure as informal settlements expand without adequate water and sanitation
services.

A transformative approach to SDG 6 requires integrated water resource management, gender-responsive
and disability-inclusive infrastructure, community-led monitoring, and investment in nature-based
solutions. It also requires addressing the structural inequalities that shape access to water and sanitation,
including racial and descent-based discrimination.

WATER INEQUALITY AND HEALTH IMPACTS
Children under five account for the majority of deaths from diarrheal diseases linked to unsafe water
and sanitation. Women and girls spend an estimated 200 million hours daily collecting water, limiting
education and economic opportunities.

SDG 7 — Affordable and Clean Energy

Energy is a cornerstone of sustainable development, yet millions of people continue to live without access
to electricity or clean cooking solutions. Energy poverty remains deeply gendered, racialized, and stratified
by disability and age. Rural communities and low-income households face the highest barriers to access.
For children, lack of energy affects education, health, and safety. For older persons and persons with
disabilities, energy insecurity limits access to assistive technologies, refrigeration for medicines, and safe
mobility.

The global energy transition is accelerating, but its benefits are unevenly distributed. While renewable
energy capacity has expanded, affordability gaps persist, and many communities remain excluded from
clean energy markets. Women and youth innovators face systemic barriers to accessing financing,
technology, and market opportunities. Disability-inclusive design is rarely integrated into energy
infrastructure or technologies.



Energy systems are also vulnerable to climate impacts. Extreme weather events damage grids, disrupt
supply chains, and increase energy costs. Countries dependent on fossil fuel revenues face economic
uncertainty, while those reliant on energy imports struggle with price volatility. These dynamics
exacerbate inequalities and limit the ability of governments to invest in clean energy transitions.

A just and equitable energy transition requires decentralized renewable systems, inclusive financing
mechanisms, and policies that prioritize marginalized communities. It also requires addressing
discriminatory practices that limit access to energy for persons with disabilities and other marginalized
groups. Universal access to clean cooking solutions must be treated as a public health and gender equality
priority.

CLEAN COOKING AND GENDER EQUALITY

Nearly 2.3 billion people still lack access to clean cooking. Exposure to household air pollution
causes millions of premature deaths annually, with women and children most affected due to time
spent near cooking fires.

SDG 9 — Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure

Infrastructure gaps undermine economic resilience, climate adaptation, and social inclusion. Many
countries lack the roads, digital networks, manufacturing capacity, and public services needed to support
sustainable development. These gaps are most pronounced in LDCs, landlocked developing countries, and
rural areas. They also disproportionately affect marginalized groups, including persons with disabilities,
women, youth, people of African descent, communities discriminated against in work and descent, older
persons, and other marginalized groups.

Digital divides remain a major barrier to innovation and equitable development. Women, young people,
and persons with disabilities are less likely to have access to digital technologies, limiting their participation
in education, employment, and civic life. Youth innovators face barriers to financing and market entry,
while discriminatory systems restrict opportunities for communities discriminated against on work and
descent, and people of African descent.

Climate change poses additional risks. Infrastructure losses from extreme weather events exceed
hundreds of billions of dollars annually, undermining development gains and straining public budgets.
Many countries lack the resources to rebuild resiliently, perpetuating cycles of vulnerability.

Industrial development remains uneven. High-income countries dominate global innovation ecosystems,
while many developing countries struggle to diversify their economies or build local manufacturing
capacity. This limits their ability to produce essential goods, including renewable energy technologies,
medical supplies, and climate-resilient materials.



A transformative approach to SDG 9 requires investment in sustainable, resilient, and accessible
infrastructure; support for women-led and youth-led enterprises; disability-inclusive digital
transformation; and policies that dismantle racial and descent-based discrimination in economic systems.

DIGITAL DIVIDE AND ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY
Women are 17% less likely than men to use mobile internet globally. Persons with disabilities face
even greater barriers, with accessibility gaps in both hardware and software limiting participation in
digital economies.

SDG 11 — Sustainable Cities and Communities

Urbanization continues to reshape societies, yet many cities remain deeply unequal. Informal settlements,
inadequate housing, unsafe mobility systems, and environmental hazards disproportionately affect
women, children, youth, persons with disabilities, and older persons. These inequalities are rooted in
discriminatory policies, exclusionary planning practices, and underinvestment in public services.

Children in informal settlements face heightened risks of disease, injury, and exploitation. Women
experience unsafe public spaces and limited access to transportation. Persons with disabilities encounter
inaccessible buildings, sidewalks, and transit systems. Older persons face mobility challenges and social
isolation. People of African descent and people discriminated against by work and descent often live in
neighborhoods with limited services due to historical and systemic discrimination.

Climate change intensifies these vulnerabilities. Heatwaves, floods, and storms disproportionately affect
low-income urban communities. Many cities lack adequate drainage, green spaces, and resilient
infrastructure. Urban planning processes often exclude marginalized groups, resulting in solutions that do
not reflect community needs.

A transformative approach to SDG 11 requires inclusive urban planning, accessible public transport,
affordable and adequate housing, and community-driven resilience strategies. It also requires addressing
discriminatory systems that shape urban inequalities and ensuring that cities are designed for all people,
across all ages and abilities.

URBAN INEQUALITY AND CLIMATE RISK

Low-income urban communities are up to 50% more likely to experience severe climate impacts such
as flooding and heatwaves. Inclusive planning and resilient infrastructure significantly reduce these
risks.

SDG 17 — Partnerships for the Goals

SDG 17 is the backbone of the 2030 Agenda. Yet global partnerships remain constrained by financing gaps,
unequal power dynamics, limited technology transfer, and insufficient participation of civil society. The
SDG financing gap has widened dramatically, and many countries face debt burdens that limit their ability
to invest in sustainable development.

Civil society participation remains uneven. Women'’s organizations, youth networks, Organizations of
Persons with Disabilities, and organizations representing marginalized groups often face barriers to



accessing formal partnership mechanisms. Their contributions are essential for accountability, innovation,
and community-driven solutions, yet they remain under-resourced and under-recognized.

Technology transfer and capacity building remain limited. Many developing countries lack access to the
technologies needed for clean energy transitions, resilient infrastructure, and inclusive digital
transformation. Partnerships often reinforce existing inequalities rather than addressing them.

A transformative approach to SDG 17 requires democratic global governance, predictable financing,
inclusive partnerships, and mechanisms that ensure meaningful participation of marginalized groups. It
also requires addressing the structural inequalities that shape access to resources, technology, and
decision-making.

CIVIL SOCIETY PARTICIPATION AND ACCOUNTABILITY

Countries with formal mechanisms for civil society engagement demonstrate stronger accountability
and more effective SDG implementation. Yet more than 40% of countries lack institutionalized
participation frameworks.

V. Cross-Cutting Priorities for Accelerating Progress on the SDGs Under
Review

Achieving the SDGs under review requires coordinated, rights-based, and equity-centered approaches that
address the structural drivers of inequality. The following cross-cutting priorities are essential for
accelerating progress across SDGs 6, 7,9, 11, and 17.

A. Strengthening Governance, Accountability, and Participation

Effective governance is foundational to sustainable development. Transparent institutions, inclusive
decision-making, and robust accountability mechanisms ensure that policies respond to community needs
and uphold human rights. Civil society—including women’s rights organizations, youth networks,
disability-led organizations, and groups representing people of African descent and communities
discriminated against by work and descent—must be meaningfully engaged in all stages of SDG
implementation.

Strengthening governance requires:
e Institutionalized mechanisms for civil society participation
e Transparent budgeting and procurement processes
¢ Independent oversight bodies
e Community-led monitoring of water, energy, infrastructure, and urban services
e Protection of human rights defenders

Without these elements, progress risks being fragmented, inequitable, and unsustainable.



B. Financing for Equity and Transformation

The SDG financing gap continues to widen, and austerity measures disproportionately harm marginalized
communities. Financing must be aligned with equity, resilience, and long-term sustainability. This includes:

e Increasing concessional finance for LDCs and SIDS

e Expanding debt relief and restructuring

e Scaling up climate finance, particularly for adaptation

e Direct funding to women-led, youth-led, and disability-led organizations

e Investment in community-driven infrastructure and services

e Financing mechanisms that prioritize universal access to water, sanitation, energy, and housing

Financing must also address discriminatory systems that limit access to capital for marginalized groups,
including people of African descent and communities discriminated against by work and descent.

C. Data, Monitoring, and Inclusive Evidence Systems

Data gaps continue to obscure inequalities and hinder effective policymaking. Many countries lack
disaggregated data by gender, age, disability, race, ethnicity, and descent. Without inclusive data systems,
marginalized groups remain invisible in policy design and resource allocation.

Transformative data systems require:
e Disaggregation across all relevant dimensions
e Community-generated data integrated into national systems
e Disability-inclusive methodologies
e Child-sensitive indicators
e Gender-responsive monitoring frameworks
e Ethical and rights-based data governance

Civil society plays a critical role in generating evidence, monitoring progress, and holding institutions
accountable.

D. Climate Resilience and Environmental Justice

Climate change is a threat multiplier across all SDGs under review. Water scarcity, energy insecurity,
infrastructure failures, and urban vulnerabilities are intensifying. Climate resilience must be integrated into
all policies, budgets, and planning processes.

Environmental justice requires:
e Prioritizing communities most affected by climate impacts

e Investing in nature-based solutions



e Ensuring accessible and inclusive early warning systems
e Supporting community-led adaptation strategies
e Addressing historical and structural inequalities that shape exposure to climate risks

Women, youth, Indigenous Peoples, persons with disabilities, and marginalized racial and descent-based
communities must be central to climate governance.

E. Technology, Innovation, and Digital Inclusion

Innovation is essential for accelerating progress on SDGs 6, 7, 9, and 11. Yet digital divides persist, limiting
access to education, employment, and essential services. Technology must be accessible, affordable, and
inclusive.

Priorities include:
e Universal, affordable internet access
e Accessible digital infrastructure for persons with disabilities
e Support for youth-led and women-led innovation
¢ Technology transfer to developing countries
e Ethical and rights-based digital governance
e Community-driven digital solutions

Digital inclusion strengthens resilience, expands opportunities, and enhances participation.

F. Localization and Community-Driven Action

Local actors are essential for delivering water, energy, infrastructure, and urban services. Yet they receive
a fraction of global development financing. Localization requires shifting power and resources to local
governments, civil society, and community-based organizations.

Key actions include:
e Direct financing to local actors
e Strengthening local governance and planning capacities
e Community-led monitoring and accountability
e Inclusive urban planning
e Support for local innovation and resilience strategies

Localization is a pathway to equity, sustainability, and democratic participation.



VI. Political Affirmation on SDG Acceleration

As the world approaches 2030, the urgency of transformative, equitable, and coordinated action cannot
be overstated. The SDGs under review—water and sanitation, clean energy, industry and infrastructure,
sustainable cities, and partnerships—are foundational to the entire 2030 Agenda. Without accelerated
progress across these Goals, the broader vision of sustainable development for all cannot be realized.

The Together 2030 Stakeholder Group affirms the following:

Equity must be at the center of all SDG implementation. Policies must prioritize those who face
systemic discrimination and exclusion.

Human rights are non-negotiable. Rights-based governance is essential for accountability,
participation, and justice.

Civil society is indispensable. Meaningful participation of women, youth, persons with disabilities,
people of African descent, communities discriminated against by work and descent, and other
marginalized groups strengthens the legitimacy and effectiveness of SDG implementation.

Financing must be aligned with transformation. Investments must support resilience, equity, and
long-term sustainability.

Climate action is development action. Climate resilience must be integrated across all sectors and
policies.

Localization is essential. Community-driven solutions are key to achieving the SDGs.

The 2026 HLPF must serve as a turning point—moving from fragmented efforts to coordinated, equitable,
and transformative action. The world cannot afford incrementalism. The final years to 2030 must be
defined by courage, solidarity, and a renewed commitment to justice.

Together 2030 Stakeholder Group stands ready to work with Member States, UN agencies, and
communities to advance this vision and ensure that sustainable development is realized for all people, in
all their diversity.
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