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Stakeholder Group on Ageing 
Policy Statement   

High-Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development 2026 
Summary 

 

The Stakeholder Group on Ageing (SGA) urges local authorities, governments and the 

international community to take bold, coordinated and innovative action to ensure no one is 

left behind, regardless of age. This year’s theme demands addressing systemic exclusion and 

marginalisation of older persons. This reinforces several international frameworks: the UN 

Decade for Healthy Ageing, the Pact for the Future, the Doha Political Declaration, and the 

Madrid International Plan of Action on Ageing, marking its 25th anniversary in 2027.  

Older people face multiple forms of discrimination; ableism, sexism, racism, classism, 

heterosexism, and homophobia. Physical and spatial barriers—like inaccessible housing, 

polluted environments, poor public services, and digital exclusion—worsen these 

inequalities, undermining the 2030 Agenda’s goals. 

We call on local authorities, governments and the international community to: 

1. Adopt and implement people-centred, life course approaches to sustainable 

development prioritising inclusion, accessibility, safety and sustainability. This means 

investing in age-friendly infrastructure, ensuring universal access to services and 

equal opportunities by all. For example, older persons are disproportionately affected 

by weak water and sanitation infrastructure- SDG6. 

2. Recognise and amplify the contributions of older people to their families, 

communities and society. They are essential for social cohesion, economic vitality, 

and the transmission of knowledge across generations. Governments must create 

opportunities for older persons to shape policies, programmes and legislation. SDG9 

cannot be implemented effectively without considering how innovation and 

infrastructure affect participation, employability and resilience across the life-course. 

3. Leverage the World Health Organization’s Age-friendly Cities framework and 

integrate its principles into national and local action. Municipal and city governments 

are uniquely positioned to drive this change. 

4. Support the drafting of a UN Convention on the Rights of Older Persons at the Open-

Ended Intergovernmental Working Group on older persons, which offers a historic 

opportunity for the protection and promotion of the human rights of older people. 

5. Partnerships on ageing and age-disaggregated data covering the entire life course are 

essential for SDGs and Doha commitments to be met. We treasure what we measure. 

Redoubled investments are needed for meaningful inclusion and participation of older 

persons in partnerships and for the life-course statistics and data in order to leave no 

older person behind. The SGA stresses the need for age-inclusive data, emphasizing 

older populations, 
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Progress has been made, but partnerships must better integrate older people’s voices and 

rights, so that the 2030 Agenda succeeds. 

Introduction 

This paper contributes to the 2026 High-Level Political Forum. It examines how ageing 

intersects with four of the Sustainable Development Goals under review—SDG 6, SDG 7, 

SDG 11, and SDG 17—and identifies practical actions for inclusive and age-responsive 

development policies.  

In 2026, four years away from the date of implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development, it is increasingly clear that addressing the systemic exclusion and 

marginalisation of older women and older men is essential to achieving the Sustainable 

Development Goals. 

Narrative 

1. Despite their numbers increasing in all countries and regions of the world, older 

women and older men are still being excluded and left behind in too many SDG programmes, 

policies and budgets. Age is not visible enough in the data used to monitor them.  This is why 

the Stakeholder Group on Ageing (SGA) calls for coordinated and innovative action by local 

authorities, governments, civil society, and relevant United Nations agencies and entities—

including DESA and the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR)—to 

ensure that age is not a factor that increases the probability of being left behind.  

2. The SGA draws attention to linkages between age and sustainable development and to 

how linkages are   reflected across a range of international frameworks, including the United 

Nations Decade of Healthy Ageing, the Pact for the Future, the Doha Political Declaration, 

and the Madrid International Plan of Action on Ageing, which will mark its 25th anniversary 

in 2027.  Linkages are also reflected in the ongoing work of the Open-Ended 

Intergovernmental Working Group on Ageing and the intergovernmental discussion on the 

possible development of a United Nations convention on the rights of older persons. These 

frameworks and processes highlight how inclusive, life-course approaches that recognise 

ageing must be a cross-cutting dimension of sustainable development. 

3. Older persons experience multiple and intersecting forms of discrimination, including 

ageism, ableism, sexism, racism, and other forms of exclusion. These inequalities are further 

compounded by physical and spatial barriers—such as inaccessible housing, environmental 

degradation, inadequate public services, and digital exclusion—which limit participation and 

undermine progress across all Sustainable Development Goals. 

4. Despite these challenges older persons are essential contributors to sustainable 

development. Their knowledge, experience, care responsibilities for young and old and social 

engagement strengthen families, communities, and economies. They support social cohesion 

and intergenerational solidarity.  

5. Older persons’ active inclusion and participation in decision-making processes 

delivers better policies and more effective SDG implementation. This calls for the life-course 

approach to sustainable development policies, programmes and budgets.  Age aware and age 

friendly policies are needed for example for design and investment in inclusive infrastructure, 

universal access to social protection and basic services and equal opportunities of access to 

education and employment regardless of age.  
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6. Concrete efforts are needed to improve infrastructure and access to clean water and 

sanitation for older persons to achieve SDG 6.  Since older persons are disproportionately 

affected by inadequate infrastructure, investment in urban development (SDG 11) must 

ensure accessibility and participation at all stages of the life course.  

7. The SGA calls for meaningful inclusion, with participation and visibility. Partnerships 

and data systems are central to this effort.  As the SGA emphasizes, “we treasure what we 

measure”. Strengthening multi-stakeholder partnerships that include older persons and 

improve the availability and use of age-disaggregated data from birth to death are essential 

for monitoring progress for the Sustainable Development Goals and the Doha Political 

Declaration. 

8. In sum, older persons’ rights, voices, and contributions must be fully integrated into 

sustainable development processes. In this context, the ongoing work of the Open-Ended 

Intergovernmental Working Group on Ageing, including a United Nations Convention on the 

Rights of Older Persons, represents a historic opportunity to strengthen the protection and 

promotion of the human rights of older persons. 

 

 

 

SDG 6 — Clean Water and Sanitation. Water and Older Persons  

Ensuring equitable access to safe water and sanitation requires infrastructure, policies, 

and governance systems that respond to the needs of ageing populations. 

9. Progress towards the implementation of SDG 6 — to ensure availability and 

sustainable management of water and sanitation for all — will be determined by national and 

global responses to population ageing. Population ageing is transforming societies across all 

regions, requiring explicit recognition of older persons as rights holders and essential 

stakeholders in water governance, policy design, and service provision. 

10. Access to safe water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) is fundamental to health, 

dignity, and well-being across the life course. Despite progress since 2015, more than 2.1 

billion people still lack safely managed drinking water services, and 3.4 billion lack safely 

managed sanitation services. These aggregate numbers include older persons. Climate 

change, environmental degradation, and infrastructure gaps threaten progress toward 

universal access. 

11. Older persons face disproportionate barriers in accessing WASH services, as age-

related changes in mobility, vision, strength, and continence interact with poorly designed 

and inaccessible infrastructure. Water sources located far from dwellings, sanitation facilities 

without handrails or lighting, elevated steps, narrow doorways, and slippery surfaces 

compromise safety and independence. These barriers increase risks of falls, dehydration, and 

waterborne disease, and may result in loss of dignity and autonomy. 

12. Economic constraints further exacerbate these challenges. Many older persons rely on 

limited incomes, reducing their ability to pay for water services or sanitation infrastructure. In 

some contexts, this leads to service disconnection or reliance on unsafe alternatives. 
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13. Such challenges are largely structural rather than inevitable. They reflect 

infrastructure standards that fail to apply universal design principles, tariff systems that 

overlook economic insecurity in later life, and planning processes that exclude older persons 

from consultation and decision-making. In humanitarian and climate-related crises, these 

gaps can become life-threatening, particularly where emergency water and sanitation systems 

are not accessible. 

14. Several SDG 6 targets are relevant to ageing societies. Target 6.1 on universal access 

to safe drinking water must address accessibility, proximity, and affordability. Target 6.2 calls 

for sanitation facilities that are safe and accessible, yet many lack basic features such as 

handrails, seating, adequate lighting, and non-slip surfaces. Target 6.3 on improving water 

quality is critical, as older persons are more susceptible to waterborne illness due to chronic 

conditions and weakened immune systems. Target 6.4 on sustainable water management must 

also consider the disproportionate impact of droughts, floods, and infrastructure breakdowns 

on older populations. Target 6.b highlights community participation, yet older persons are 

frequently excluded from programme design despite their knowledge and experience. 

15. Encouraging examples demonstrate that age-responsive approaches are achievable. 

International guidance and operational experience developed by UNOPS1 and UNICEF2, 

promote age and disability inclusive WASH infrastructure designed for accessibility and 

dignity. Research initiatives in Central Sulawesi, Indonesia, show the value of involving older 

persons in identifying barriers and designing age inclusive solutions following natural 

disasters. 

16. South–South cooperation initiatives have expanded water and sanitation programmes 

across Africa and other regions, illustrating how community-based approaches can strengthen 

resilience while improving access for all, including for older persons. Similar community-

based approaches can be seen in India, where NGOs such as GRAVIS have supported older 

persons’ groups in drought-prone regions enabling them to lead initiatives for water security, 

climate resilience, and community-based resource management.3. The #GreyAndGreen 

advocacy manifesto4 promoted by HelpAge International demonstrates the role of older 

persons in climate and water governance5.  

 

  Recommendations 

• Integrate age -disaggregated data into SDG 6 monitoring frameworks and Voluntary 

National Reviews.  

• Mandate universal design standards in water and sanitation infrastructure, including in 

humanitarian settings. 

• Ensure affordability of water services through pricing structures and subsidies that 

protect low-income older households. 

• Integrate ageing in climate-resilient water management, including risk mapping and 

disaster preparedness. 

• Ensure the meaningful participation of older persons and their organizations in water 

governance in line with Target 6.b. 

 

 
 



 
 

5 
 

 

SDG 7 — Affordable and Clean Energy. Energy and Ageing Societies  

 

Affordable, reliable, and sustainable energy systems must address energy poverty and 

accessibility challenges affecting older persons. 

 

17. Population ageing reshapes patterns of energy demand, affordability, and vulnerability 

across all regions, requiring energy policies that are responsive to the realities of ageing 

societies. Aligning energy policies with demographic ageing realities is essential for ensuring 

that the transition to sustainable energy systems is equitable, effective and inclusive. 

18. Energy access is a key determinant of health, well-being, and autonomy in later life. 

Older persons are more likely to spend extended periods at home and therefore require stable 

indoor temperatures, and they may need electrically powered medical equipment, mobility 

aids, and assistive technologies. Reliable and affordable energy is therefore essential not only 

for basic services but also for independent living. 

19. Many older persons experience energy poverty. Energy consumption increases with age 

due to higher thermal comfort needs, which again raises issues of affordability. High energy 

costs relative to fixed, declining and limited incomes impose difficult choices between 

heating or cooling, food, or medication. This situation felt more sharply by older persons with 

disabilities, and can be further exacerbated by structural factors, including energy inefficient 

housing, poor insulation, and limited access to clean and affordable energy services. Older 

women are disproportionately affected, as they live longer than men and may live alone, but 

with g lower lifetime earnings, higher rates of poverty, and greater exposure to energy 

insecurity. 

20. Inadequate heating or cooling increase vulnerability and risk of cardiovascular and 

respiratory diseases and contribute to excess mortality during extreme weather events. In 

many contexts in the global south reliance on polluting cooking fuels exposes older 

persons—particularly older women—to indoor air pollution, increasing the risk of chronic 

illness. Energy deprivation is also associated with increased physical dependency, cognitive 

stress, and social isolation. 

21. Target 7.1 on access to energy must address not only availability but also affordability and 

usability for older populations. Access to electricity or clean fuels is insufficient if older 

persons cannot afford to use them safely and consistently. 

22.  transition toward renewable energy under Target 7.2 presents both opportunities and 

risks. Renewable technologies, including decentralized and off-grid systems such as solar 

energy, can expand access in rural and underserved areas where many older persons live. 

However, poorly designed transitions may exclude older persons through complex 

administrative procedures, digitalized energy systems, or high upfront investment costs.  

Emerging research has also highlighted the risk of ‘energy ageism’, where energy and climate 

policies fail to account for age-related needs, capacities, and participation. Without deliberate 

inclusion, older persons may be excluded from the benefits of clean energy transitions.23. 

Target 7.3 on energy efficiency highlights the importance of improving housing conditions. 

Investments in insulation, retrofitting, and energy-efficient appliances can reduce energy 
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costs while improving thermal comfort and safety for older households, contributing both to 

social protection and climate mitigation objectives. 

23. It is recommended therefore that energy policy be integrated with broader social 

protection, housing, and health frameworks. Universal social protection through the SP Floor, 

targeted subsidies, social tariffs, and consumer protection mechanisms are essential tools to 

ensure affordability and protection for households at risk. Gender, age and disability -

responsive energy strategies can and should promote accessible technologies, community 

engagement, and training to ensure that older persons can fully benefit from energy 

transitions.  

Recommendations 

• Recognise older persons as a priority group in national energy poverty alleviation 

programmes. 

• Promote gender, age and disability -friendly energy efficiency measures, including 

housing retrofits, insulation, and efficient appliances. 

• Ensure renewable energy transitions are inclusive, accessible, and affordable for older 

persons. 

• Strengthen research and data collection on the intersection between ageing and energy 

systems. 

• Promote international cooperation under Targets 7.a and 7.b to support ageing-responsive 

energy strategies, including decentralized solutions in rural areas. 

 

 

 

SDG 11 — Sustainable Cities and Communities. Ageing and Inclusive Urban 

Development  

 

Cities that respond to demographic ageing strengthen inclusion, resilience, and quality of 

life for people of all ages. 

24. Urban environments play a decisive role in shaping autonomy, health, and social 

participation across the life course. For older persons, the design of neighbourhoods, 

accessibility of transport systems, availability of public spaces, and proximity of services 

determine whether they remain active members of their communities or face increasing 

isolation and vulnerability. 

25. Gender dimensions are also significant in urban ageing. Older women are more likely to 

live alone, experience lower incomes, and face greater risks of poverty and social exclusion. 

They may also encounter safety concerns in public spaces and barriers to mobility, which can 

further limit participation in community life. Addressing these gender-specific challenges is 

essential for ensuring inclusive and age-friendly urban environments. 

26. Despite these realities, urban planning frameworks and infrastructure investments often 

overlook the needs of ageing populations. As a result, many cities remain insufficiently 

adapted to demographic change, limiting opportunities for inclusion and participation in later 

life. 
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27. Target 11.1 on access to adequate, safe, and affordable housing is particularly relevant in 

ageing societies. Housing conditions strongly influence health, safety, and independence. 

Many older persons, particularly those with disabilities, live in housing that was not designed 

to accommodate reduced mobility or sensory limitations. Inaccessible buildings, steep stairs, 

and poorly adapted facilities increase the risk of injury, while poor insulation exposes 

residents to extreme temperatures. Age-inclusive housing policies—including universal 

design standards, retrofit programmes, and proximity to essential services—can significantly 

improve safety and quality of life while supporting independent living. 

28. Target 11.2 highlights the importance of safe, affordable, accessible, and sustainable 

transport systems. Mobility is essential for participation in social, economic, and community 

life. However, inaccessible public transport, particularly for older persons with disabilities, 

unsafe pedestrian infrastructure, and poorly maintained sidewalks remain widespread 

barriers. Age-friendly transport systems—including low-floor vehicles, accessible stations, 

safe crossings, and affordable fares—can significantly enhance mobility for older persons 

while benefiting the wider population. 

29. Target 11.7 emphasizes universal access to safe, inclusive, and accessible public spaces. 

Parks, community centres, and public gathering areas support physical activity, mental well-

being, and social interaction. Features such as seating, adequate lighting, safe walking paths, 

and accessible facilities are essential for inclusive urban design. 

30. Urban resilience under Target 11.b is also closely linked to demographic change. Climate-

related hazards such as heatwaves, floods, and extreme weather events disproportionately 

affect older persons, particularly those living alone or in vulnerable neighbourhoods. Age-

inclusive disaster preparedness and climate adaptation strategies—including accessible early 

warning systems, evacuation procedures, and community support networks—are therefore 

essential. 

31. The WHO Age-Friendly Cities and Communities initiative provides a comprehensive 

framework for addressing these challenges. Its eight domains—including housing, transport, 

social participation, and community support—demonstrate how cities can integrate ageing 

perspectives into urban policy while strengthening social cohesion and resilience. 

32. Cities across regions are already implementing age-friendly approaches, including 

accessible transport systems, housing adaptations, and programmes promoting social 

participation and lifelong learning. These initiatives show that adapting cities to demographic 

ageing can generate broader benefits, improving accessibility, safety, and quality of life for 

all. 

 

Recommendations 

• Integrate ageing perspectives into urban planning frameworks and SDG 11 monitoring 

systems, including the use of age-disaggregated data. 

• Promote accessible and affordable housing through universal design standards and 

retrofit programmes. 

• Strengthen inclusive and accessible transport systems that support mobility and 

participation. 

• Ensure public spaces are safe, inclusive, and accessible for people of all ages. 
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• Integrate ageing into climate adaptation and disaster risk reduction strategies under 

Target 11.b. 

• Ensure meaningful participation of older persons and their representative organizations 

in urban governance and planning processes. 

 

 

 

SDG 17 — Partnerships for the Goals. Strengthening Collaboration and Improving 

Age-Disaggregated Data  

Advancing sustainable development in ageing societies requires stronger partnerships and 

reliable age-disaggregated data. 

 

33. Population ageing is reshaping societies across all regions.  This is why coordinated 

action by institutions and stakeholders – including governments, civil society and relevant 

United Nations agencies and bodies – is needed to harness its opportunities and address its 

challenges. Strengthening the means of implementation and revitalizing the global 

partnership for sustainable development therefore requires population ageing to be fully 

integrated into development policies, programmes and budgets. 

34. Governments, United Nations agencies, civil society organizations, women’s 

organisations, organisations of older persons, and organisations of persons with disabilities, 

academic institutions, and the private sector all play important roles in advancing inclusive 

policies that respond to demographic change. Effective partnerships with them are essential 

to ensure that ageing is not treated as an afterthought but as a central dimension of sustainable 

development.  

35. Meaningful partnerships must actively involve older persons in shaping solutions. Older 

persons are not only beneficiaries of development policies but are agents of change, 

contributing knowledge, experience, and leadership within their communities. 

36. Older persons’ organizations—with innumerable of members worldwide—play a critical 

role in amplifying local perspectives, strengthening accountability, and supporting 

implementation of national policies. Their inclusion in policy dialogue and decision-making 

is essential to ensure that development strategies reflect the lived realities of older persons 

and their households, including those which are multigenerational. 

37. Examples from Africa and the Middle East demonstrate how partnerships can strengthen 

inclusive policies addressing ageing populations. In Rwanda, integrated social protection and 

health systems combine national leadership with international cooperation to expand access 

to services, improving the quality of life for older persons.6 In Kenya, the Older Persons Cash 

Transfer Programme illustrates how collaboration between governments and development 

partners can strengthen income security7. In South Africa, the Older Persons Act provides a 

rights-based framework supported by cooperation between government institutions and civil 

society organizations8. Similar initiatives in Morocco and Tunisia highlight the role of 

partnerships in advancing social inclusion and health services9.  
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38. Digital transformation presents both opportunities and risks. While digital technologies 

can enhance some peoples access to services and participation, older persons—including 

older persons with disabilities—often face barriers related to affordability, accessibility, and 

digital literacy. Older persons face significant risks from unscrupulous scammer searching for 

evidence of vulnerability.  Without resources being devoted to deliberate inclusion, especially 

with regard to gender and disability in older age, many risk being subject to crime and 

exclusion from essential services, financial systems, and public discourse. Addressing the 

digital divide with an age perspective is therefore a key component of successful and 

equitable partnerships. 
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Recommendations 

• Strengthen multi-stakeholder partnerships involving governments, civil society 

organizations—including organisations of older persons, women’s organisations and 

organisations of persons with disabilities—and other stakeholders. 

• Promote inclusive digital policies and accessible technologies that enable full 

participation and enhance the safety of older persons. 

• Support cross-sectoral collaboration integrating ageing into social protection, health, 

environmental and development frameworks. 

• Promote age friendly international cooperation to ensure issues of age and older persons 

are fully included and visible in global policy processes and agreements. 

 

39. Reliable age data are essential for effective evidence-based policies that improve the lives 

of older persons. Yet older populations remain insufficiently visible in many national and 

global statistical systems. 

40. Target 17.18 calls for significantly increased availability of high-quality, timely, and 

reliable data disaggregated by age, gender, disability, and other characteristics. However, 

many statistical systems still lack sufficiently detailed information on older populations, 

particularly among those aged 70, 80, and above. This limits the ability of policymakers to 

assess inequalities, design targeted interventions, and monitor progress. These gaps are 

particularly significant in low- and middle-income countries, despite the increasing numbers 

of older persons there.  Lack of statistical capacity and focus on youth can mean older 

populations are excluded from surveys or insufficiently represented. The contributions of 

older persons—particularly older women and those with disabilities—to households and the 

care economy remain poorly documented. 

41. Granular data can help identify disparities, inform policy design, and strengthen 

accountability.  Qualitative and participatory approaches can provide valuable insights into 

the lived experiences of older persons. This includes strengthening the availability of data 

that capture intersecting inequalities related to age, gender, and disability, enabling more 

inclusive and targeted policy responses. 

42. International collaboration has played a central role in advancing ageing statistics. The 

work of the Titchfield City Group on Ageing and Age-Disaggregated Data, established under 

the United Nations Statistical Commission, has significantly improved the availability and 

comparability of ageing-related data. Building on this progress, and as its mandate concludes, 

it is essential to integrate ageing statistics into permanent UN statistical governance structures 

and mainstream them across social and demographic data systems in all countries 10. 

43. Strengthening national statistical capacity is equally important. The Multi Indicator 

Statistical Survey of Malawi/UNDESA (MISA)1demonstrated how investment in statistical 

systems, technical expertise, and data infrastructure is necessary to ensure the production of 

high-quality, timely, and disaggregated data reflecting demographic realities. 

 
1 https://www.un.org/development/desa/ageing/wp-content/uploads/sites/24/2019/04/MISA-Survey-
Report.pdf 
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44. These efforts are closely linked to broader global initiatives aimed at strengthening data 

ecosystems for sustainable development. The “Road to Riyadh” process leading to the Sixth 

United Nations World Data Forum provides a key opportunity to advance dialogue on ageing 

and data11. Ensuring that older persons are visible in data systems is essential for translating 

the commitment to leave no one behind into measurable and accountable SDG and Agenda 

2030 progress. 

 

Recommendations 

• Strengthen national statistical systems to produce reliable age-disaggregated data. 

• Integrate ageing statistics into SDG monitoring frameworks and UN statistical 

governance structures. 

• Promote innovation in data collection, including qualitative and participatory 

approaches. 

• Foster international collaboration on ageing statistics, building on initiatives such as 

the Titchfield City Group. 

• Support global dialogue on data and ageing, including through the United Nations 

World Data Forum and the Road to Riyadh process. 

 

 

Annex — Examples of Partnerships Supporting Older Persons. (Africa and the MENA 

Region). These cases demonstrate how collaborative approaches can strengthen social 

protection systems, improve access to services, and advance sustainable development in 

ageing societies. 

 
1. Rwanda — Integrated Social Protection and Health Coverage 

Rwanda has expanded access to health care and income security through the Mutuelles de 

Santé community-based health insurance system and the Vision 2020 Umurenge Programme 

(VUP). These initiatives combine national policy leadership with support from international 

development partners and United Nations agencies. 

Reference:  

Government of Rwanda. Vision 2020 Umurenge Programme (VUP). https://www.loda.gov.rw; 

World Bank. Social Protection in Rwanda. https://www.worldbank.org 

 
2. Kenya — Older Persons Cash Transfer Programme 

Kenya operates one of Africa’s most significant social pension programmes through the Older 

Persons Cash Transfer Programme (OPCT), which provides regular income support to older 

persons living in poverty. 

Reference: 

Government of Kenya. Older Persons Cash Transfer Programme. 

https://www.socialprotection.go.ke 

https://www.loda.gov.rw/
https://www.worldbank.org/
https://www.socialprotection.go.ke/
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HelpAge International. Social protection and income security for older persons. 

https://www.helpage.org 

 
3. South Africa — Older Persons Act 

South Africa’s Older Persons Act (2006) provides a comprehensive legislative framework 

protecting the rights and well-being of older persons. 

Reference:  

Government of South Africa. Older Persons Act, No. 13 of 2006. https://www.gov.za 

HelpAge International. Social protection and income security for older persons. 

https://www.helpage.org 

 
4. Morocco — Ageing and Social Inclusion 

Morocco has developed policies aimed at promoting social inclusion and access to services 

for older persons. 

Reference: 

UNFPA & League of Arab States. Ageing in the Arab Region. https://arabstates.unfpa.org 

 
5. Tunisia — Healthy Ageing 

Tunisia has promoted policies supporting healthy ageing and strengthening primary health 

care. 

Reference: 

World Health Organization. Healthy Ageing and Primary Health Care. https://www.who.int 

 
6. India — Community-Based Resilience and Older Persons’ Leadership 

In India, GRAVIS has implemented community-based approaches to healthy ageing in 

drought-prone regions, engaging older persons through local organisations and 

intergenerational initiatives. 

Reference: 

GRAVIS. Community-based approaches to healthy ageing and resilience in India. Input to 

SGA, 2026. 

 
1 UNOPS. Infrastructure and climate-resilient water and sanitation systems: project implementation and 

inclusive design approaches. 

https://www.unops.org 
2 UNICEF. Water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) and disability inclusion. 

https://www.unicef.org/wash/disability 
3 World Economic Forum (2024), How communities can step up to provide long-term care for the world’s 

ageing population. Available at: https://www.weforum.org/stories/2024/05/how-communities-can-step-up-to-

provide-long-term-care-for-the-world-s-ageing-population/ 
4 HelpAge International (2023), #GreyAndGreen Manifesto: A commitment to put older people at the forefront 

of climate solutions, London. Available at: 

https://www.helpage.org/resource/greyandgreen-manifesto-en/ 
5 HelpAge International. Social Protection and Older Persons. https://www.helpage.org 
6 Government of Rwanda; World Bank. Social protection and health systems in Rwanda. 
7 Government of Kenya; HelpAge International. Older Persons Cash Transfer Programme and social protection. 

https://www.helpage.org/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.gov.za/
https://www.helpage.org/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://arabstates.unfpa.org/
https://www.who.int/
https://www.unops.org/
https://www.unicef.org/wash/disability
https://www.weforum.org/stories/2024/05/how-communities-can-step-up-to-provide-long-term-care-for-the-world-s-ageing-population/
https://www.weforum.org/stories/2024/05/how-communities-can-step-up-to-provide-long-term-care-for-the-world-s-ageing-population/
https://www.helpage.org/resource/greyandgreen-manifesto-en/
https://www.helpage.org/
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8 Government of South Africa. Older Persons Act (2006) 
9 UNFPA; WHO. Ageing policies in Morocco and Tunisia. 
10 Titchfield Group. Call Notes, 27 February 2026. 
11 United Nations. World Data Forum — Road to Riyadh process (2026) 


