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Introduction

As the 2030 Agenda enters its final stretch, the 2026 High-Level Political Forum (HLPF) serves
asa critical juncture for translating global ambition into local delivery. The Goals under review
(SDGs 6, 7, 9, 11, and 17) are deeply interconnected, spanning water, sanitation, energy,
infrastructure, urban systems and partnerships. These systems cannot be addressed in isolation.
They are planned, maintained and experienced in territories, and their transformation depends
on governance that is place-based, rights-based and rooted in public service provision.

The Local Authorities Major Group (LAMG), gathered within the Global Taskforce of Local
and Regional Governments (GTF), reaffirms that the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
can only be realised through empowered local and regional governments (LRGs). LRGs are
not only implementers of decisions taken elsewhere. They are political actors, co-creators of
public policy and frontline institutions of proximity, care and democratic participation.

Achieving the SDGs is inseparable from strong, quality local public services; they are the
foundation of the social contract and the everyday expression of rights, equality, care and
resilience. Water, sanitation, energy, housing, mobility, health, education, culture, digital
connectivity and public space are the everyday infrastructure of dignity and trust. Delivering
and protecting this infrastructure requires the leadership that LRGs bring: grounded in
proximity, inclusion and collective ownership, and backed by the financing, capacities and
autonomy needed to innovate, respond to community needs and accelerate the SDG transitions
for present and future generations, especially in a moment marked by rising inequalities,
democratic fragility, climate injustice and widening territorial divides.

LRGs are therefore central to achieving progress by 2030 and beyond. This is clearly
recognised in the Secretary-General’s report A/79/968, mandated under the Pact for the
Future’s Action 55(e). In this context, ongoing reforms of ECOSOC and the HLPF provide a
critical opportunity to institutionalise, strengthen, and scale the role of LRGs, in line with the
report’s recommendations and the spirit of SDG 17.

As SDG localization and voluntary local and subnational reviews gain greater recognition both
as critical political processes and within the follow-up and review architecture, stronger links
among local, regional and national processes are increasingly central to accelerating
implementation. Ensuring that territorial realities, community priorities and local action inform
national plans and reviews can strengthen coherence, accountability and transformation across
all levels of governance, including through a deeper institutional anchoring of the Local and
Regional Governments Forum within the HLPF.



Effective delivery requires partnerships that go beyond consultation. Multilevel governance,
decentralised cooperation and structured participation within global policymaking must enable
co-design and steering across spheres of government, aligning mandates, financing and
accountability. The HLPF must therefore recognise localisation notsimply as implementation,
but as a process of co-creating global policy from territories.

This contribution builds on the Local SDG Rescue Plan, the Global Strategy of the Secretary-
General’s Advisory Group on Local and Regional Governments and the Pact for the Future,
and is framed within the municipal movement’s 100 Days of Local Multilateralism as a
strategic cycle of convergence to articulate a shared political vision in the final stretch towards
2030 and beyond, strengthen a renewed multilateralism that is networked, inclusive, and
anchored in territories, and harness the transformative power of LRGs as institutions of
proximity, solidarity and public responsibility.

SDG 11: Reclaiming the Right to the City and territorial equality

In the year of the ten-year review of the New Urban Agenda, SDG 11 must be reaffirmed as an
enabler of the entire 2030 Agenda and as the territorial expression of sustainable development.
With 68 per cent of the world’s population projected to live in urban areas by 2050, and almost
90 per cent of future urban growth expected in Asia and Africal, promoting equality across
urban, peri-urban and territorial settings is fundamental to sustainable development as awhole.
Despite this systemic importance, SDG 11 often lacks the political and financial support needed
to address the infrastructure deficits and social vulnerabilities of fast-growing urban areas.

Reclaiming SDG 11 means giving concrete expression to the Right to the City by recognising
cities and territories as spaces where care, equality, culture, ecological transformation,
commons and the everyday essentials converge. It also means planning public service
provision, urban policies, housing strategies and infrastructure investment together, so that
territorial development advances solidarity, redistribution and long-term resilience.

Housing justice sits at the centre of SDG 11 as the entry point to a system of safe, affordable,
accessible and sustainable local public services, from water and sanitation to energy, transport
and mobility, health, education, care, culture, public space and livelihoods. Access to adequate,
safe and affordable housing must be addressed as a basic human right and as an enabler of a
dignified and adequate standard of living. Integrated and participatory urban and territorial
planning must connect housing with food security, transport and mobility, public space, water,
energy, sanitation, waste management and climate resilience.

Achieving SDG 11 requires addressing the structural conditions that shape people’s daily lives
in cities and territories, particularly those of historically discriminated groups, such aswomen,
migrants and refugees, older people, and so on. In fast-growing urban areas, intermediary cities,
rural-urban territories and informal settlements, inequalities are expressed through unequal
access to housing, basic services, infrastructure, land, public space and climate resilience.
LRGs bridge these divides through proximity-based governance, integrated planning and
quality local public services that strengthen social cohesion, rights and trust. The review of
SDG 11 should reinforce the role of LRGs as political actors and partners in accelerating
implementation across the whole 2030 Agenda.

The Baku Call to Action, the official outcome document and roadmap adopted at the 13th
World Urban Forum (WUF13), reinforces this approach by calling for housing to be treated as
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a human right, connected to land, infrastructure, services, livelihoods and climate resilience. It
also echoes the need for stronger multilevel governance and territorial finance, recognising
LRGs as frontline actors of urban transformation that require the mandates, financing and
institutional conditions to respond to the housing crisis and advance SDG 11.

The Local and Regional Government constituency calls for:

e Recognising SDG 11 as a strategic accelerator of the entire 2030 Agenda and a key
framework for territorial equality, the right to the city and the protection of the
commons.

e Advancing housing justice by recognising adequate, safe and affordable housing as a
human right, an entry point to local public services and a foundation for dignity, care
and the right to an adequate standard of living.

e Empowering LRGs with the mandates, fiscal space and financing to deliver universal
access to safe, affordable, accessible, sustainable and quality local public services,
public space, care infrastructure and the everyday essentials.

e Connecting housing, transport and mobility, food security, water, energy, sanitation,
waste management, green spaces and climate resilience policies through integrated and
participatory urban and territorial planning hand in hand with LRGs and local
communities.

e Reinforcing the role of LRGs as political actors and partners in implementing SDG 11
through national urban policies, investment frameworks, local development strategies
and follow-up processes.

e Recognising culture as a standalone goal for sustainable development and strengthening
the role of LRGs in protecting and promoting cultural heritage, diversity and local
identities.

e Strengthening the role of LRGs in building inclusive, climate-resilient and disaster-
prepared territories through integrated territorial planning, risk prevention, locally-led
adaptation and the protection of vulnerable communities and ecosystems.

SDG 6: Water and sanitation as public commons and human rights

SDG 6 can only be achieved through accelerated transformative action at the local level. As
the sphere of government closest to the day-to-day management and delivery of water and
sanitation, LRGs act as the vital bridge between national policies and the daily needs of
communities. In practice, they are also the primary institutions responsible for translating
global water commitments into concrete sevice delivery realities.

Access to water and sanitation is shaped by interacting drivers, from climate change and
demographic shifts to infrastructure gaps and locally available financing. Rural areas face
persistent challenges in access to reliable clean drinking water and formal sanitation facilities,
while rapid urbanisation is outpacing the expansion of public services in many cities, leaving
informal settlements and underserved territories without adequate infrastructure. The unequal
distribution of water and sanitation access is both a symptom and a driver of wider inequalities
within and between countries.

Achieving SDG 6 therefore requires a fundamental shift: from fragmented, sectoral approaches
to place-based, integrated responses that address diverse socio-ecological conditions and
acknowledge water as a vulnerable public commons requiring coordinated stewardship across
uses, sectors and administrative boundaries. This also requires stronger alignment between



global commitments, national frameworks and local implementation capacities. LRGs are
already advancing such responses by closing service gaps, protecting ecosystems and investing
in inclusive, climate-resilient infrastructure.

Universal, equitable, affordable and non-discriminatory access to water, sanitation and hygiene
requires strengthening the institutional capacity of LRGs. They are drivers of social equity and
democratic participation, essential to service delivery, integrated water resources management
and climate-resilient water infrastructure, particularly in rural areas, rapidly growing cities and
informal settlements. By coordinating across sectors and stakeholders, including women,
Indigenous Peoples and vulnerable groups, LRGs link water management with people-centred
urban planning, health, food systems and climate adaptation, demonstrating that resilient water
systems are the bedrock of healthy, sustainable territories. Yet in many contexts, LRGs are
expected to deliver responsibilities without adequate financial and technical means.

Towards the UN Water Conference, the LAMG reaffirms water and sanitation as fundamental
human rights, as enshrined in UN General Assembly Resolution 64/292 and reaffirmed in the
New Urban Agenda and SDG 6. We further call for the protection of water and sanitation as
public commons, delivered through rights-based public service models that prioritise universal
access, affordability, accountability and long-term sustainability. Public financing and long-
term institutional support remain essential to achieving these objectives, particularly in climate-
vulnerable territories Strengthening LRG mandates, capacities and financing is essential to
overcome fragmentation and advance integrated water management across urban, peri-urban
and rural territories.

The Local and Regional Government constituency calls for:

e Recognising water and sanitation as fundamental human rights and public commons,
ensuring that LRGs have the legal and financial mandates to prioritise universal access,
affordability, quality and social equity. This includes strengthening fiscal
decentralisation and predictable access to financing for local water and sanitation
systems

e Scaling up investment in climate-resilient water and sanitation infrastructure,
prioritising underserved territories and informal settlements to guarantee the human
rights to water and sanitation.

e Elevating the voices of LRGs in national water strategies and global water processes,
recognising their role in community-led governance and in bridging fragmentation
across sectors and levels of government, including through more institutionalised
participation in multilateral water governance processes.

e Strengthening multilevel governance arrangements that align global commitments,
national frameworks and local implementation capacities across the water cycle.

e Advancing a territorial and multilevel governance model that acknowledges the
specificities of urban, peri-urban and rural water cycles and empowers LRGs to co-
create strategies with communities, women and Indigenous Peoples.

SDG 7: Energy justice and locally led clean energy

A just, locally led energy transition is essential to advance rights, equality and territorial
resilience. Universal, affordable and clean energy underpins access to basic services, safe
housing, health, education, mobility, digital connectivity and local economic opportunities. For
the transition to deliver social justice, it must expand access for underserved communities,
reduce energy poverty and ensure that costs, benefits and opportunities are fairly shared across
territories.



LRGs are already advancing this transition through renewable energy, energy efficiency, low-
carbon mobility, building retrofits and more sustainable public services, while helping reduce
costs for communities and local economies. Their role is particularly critical in addressing
energy poverty, improving access in underserved urban and rural territories, and ensuring that
the benefits of the transition are fairly distributed.

At the same time, the gap between ambition and capacity remains substantial. Limited
mandates, regulatory barriers and inadequate financing continue to constrain local energy
action, particularly in low- and middle-income countries. Accelerating SDG 7 requires stronger
alignment between policy, operational support and financing. National energy frameworks
must explicitly empower LRGs as energy transition actors and create the regulatory and
financial conditions for locally led, community-benefiting energy development.

When mandates, regulatory frameworks and financing are aligned across levels of government,
LRGs can scale renewable energy, energy efficiency, low-carbon mobility, building retrofits
and decentralised energy solutions. They can also participate meaningfully in national energy
planning and ensure that energy transitions are just, affordable, inclusive and equitable, rooted
in community needs and territorial equality.

The Local and Regional Government constituency calls for:

e Promoting a just, locally-led energy transition that prioritises universal, affordable and
clean energy access for vulnerable urban and rural populations, including those in slums
and informal settlements and those still lacking electricity or clean cooking
technologies.

e Mobilising and decentralising climate finance so that LRGs can invest directly in
renewable energy, energy efficiency, low-carbon mobility, building retrofits and off-
grid solutions, as well as in decentralised, community-based and publicly-led energy
solutions, that strengthen public services, resilience and integrated urban development.

e Establishing formal mechanisms for LRG participation in the design and
implementation of national energy policies, ensuring that they are actionable at the
territorial level and responsive to community needs.

e Aligning mandates, regulatory frameworks and financing across levels of government
to enable LRGs to tackle energy poverty, expand access for all and deliver fair,
inclusive energy transitions rooted in social justice and territorial equality.

SDG 9: Inclusive and resilient infrastructure, public value and territorial cohesion

Sustainable development and territorial cohesion depend on resilient, inclusive infrastructure,
productive capacities and innovation systems that serve public purpose. SDG 9 connects people
to services, opportunities and decent livelihoods by aligning infrastructure investment, local
public services and ecological transformation with community needs.

Quality, reliable, sustainable and climate-resilient infrastructure is essential to close territorial
divides and strengthen local public services. Partnerships between governments at all levels,
development finance institutions, multilateral development banks and the private sector can
help close infrastructure investment gaps, build institutional capacity and support projects that
generate public value.

LRGs play a centralrole in planning, financing, operating and maintaining the systems through
which communities access mobility, energy, water, housing, digital connectivity and public
facilities. Their mandates shape the spatial distribution of infrastructure investment and the



conditions under which productive capacities are developed, positioning them as public
innovators and territorial actors that connect infrastructure, service delivery and local economic
transformation.

Delivering SDG 9 requires stronger complementarity between national strategies and territorial
implementation, moving from top-down industrial planning towards co-governed territorial
ecosystems. This is essential to ensure that infrastructure and innovation reflect local realities,
support decent work, foster circular and low-carbon economies, strengthen local public
services and reduce territorial divides.

Retrofitting existing infrastructure is a priority for resilient and inclusive territorial
development. Public buildings, social housing, schools, care facilities, markets and community
spaces require sustained investment to improve energy efficiency, climate adaptation,
accessibility and resilience. Digital public infrastructure, responsible data governance and
open, interoperable systems should strengthen democracy, civic participation, inclusion and
public service provision. LRGs must be empowered to bridge digital divides, protect data rights
and ensure that digital transformation responds to community needs.

The Local and Regional Government constituency calls for:

e Expanding technical and financial support to LRGs for promoting clean, efficient and
climate-resilient infrastructure, technologies and processes, sustainable retrofitting and
universal access.

e Shifting from top-down industrial planning to co-governed territorial ecosystems,
ensuring that local leaders are involved in national infrastructure and industrial
policymaking and recognising and strengthening LRGs’ own infrastructure policies
towards fostering economic opportunities and communities’ wellbeing.

e Recognising digital connectivity and access to the internet as public services and
commons, while protecting the data rights of residents.

e Empowering LRGs to manage digital public infrastructure and advance inclusive
digital transformation rooted in public value, civic participation and community needs.

SDG 17: Local multilateralism and partnerships for democratic governance

One of the lasting achievements of the 2030 Agenda has been to redefine progress as a shared
responsibility, carried across all spheres of governance and society in partnership. As the
political foundation for this vision, SDG 17 is at the center of rebuilding trust, strengthening
democratic governance and connecting global commitments with territorial realities.

LRGs are key actors in giving meaning to this shared responsibility. Their role in advancing
SDG 17 is embedded in their daily work to convene communities, civil society, workers,
academia, local economic actors and public institutions around common priorities. Through
local public services, climate action, housing, culture, infrastructure, equality policies and local
economic development, they build the partnerships that make global agendas visible and
actionable in territories.

Multilevel governance is essential for these partnerships to deliver. It allows policies to be co-
designed, implemented and reviewed across spheres of government, aligning mandates,
financing and accountability. When national strategies are connected to local capacities and
community priorities, LRGs can help close the gap between international commitments and the
everyday realities of communities, while strengthening democratic ownership of sustainable
development.



Local multilateralism gives concrete expression to SDG 17 by turning partnership into a way
of governing from territories. It enables LRGs to connect communities and institutions around
shared responsibilities: protecting rights, strengthening local democracy, delivering local
public services and responding collectively to common challenges. Rooted in solidarity,
proximity and trust, it renews multilateralism by grounding global cooperation in territorial
realities and the daily lives of communities.

The Pact for the Future and the Secretary-General’s report A/79/968, on how engagement with
LRGs across the UN system could advance the 2030 Agenda, provide an important way
forward to strengthen global governance by institutionalising, strengthening and scaling LRG
engagement in UN decision-making, follow-up and review, and through reinforced cooperation
with the UN development system.

The ECOSOC and HLPF review offers a critical opportunity to reinforce this shift. As SDG
localization gains greater recognition as a political movement across the 2030 Agenda’s
implementation, financing and follow-up architecture, stronger links among local, regional and
national processes should be institutionalised and scaled, so that territorial realities, community
priorities and local action inform national plans and reviews and strengthen coherence,
accountability and transformation across all spheres of governance.

Voluntary Local Reviews and Voluntary Subnational Reviews are vital instruments in this
regard. They generate disaggregated evidence, strengthen transparency and create shared
platforms for dialogue among governments, communities, and civil society. Voluntary
National Reviews should serve as integrated tools for national and local policymaking, learning
and follow-up. Linking VNRSs (including their production processes) with local development
actors, approaches and pathways is imperative to strengthen policy coherence, territorial
evidence and joint ownership of development outcomes.

The Local and Regional Government constituency calls for:

e Recognising LRGs as political actors in national, regional, and global governance
frameworks.

e Strengthening links between local, regional and national SDG follow-up and review
processes, including by connecting the Local and Regional Governments Forum more
directly to ECOSOC and HLPF deliberations.

e |Integrating VLRs and VSRs systematically into national SDG strategies, VNR
processes and policy planning processes.

e Establishing stronger mechanisms for structured LRG participation in UN decision-
making and follow-up bodies to ensure more accountable, inclusive and networked
multilateralism.

e Strengthening local public finance, including expanded fiscal space, predictable
intergovernmental transfers and access to adequate, affordable and long-term finance
for territorial implementation.



