Yemen 2024 MGoS VNR intervention
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Thank you for the opportunity to represent part of Yemen’s civil society here at this
forum.

The VNR report acknowledges the significant challenges and setbacks in achieving
sustainable development in Yemen, a country that has been suffering from almost a
decade of war, armed conflict, political and administrative division, leading to massive
direct and indirect damages. Yemen is considered one of the poorest countries in the
world, where more than 24 million people are still in desperate need of assistance,
facing severe shortages of food, medicine, and basic services due to the significant
deterioration in economic and humanitarian conditions. The country ranks 151 out of
177 countries in the Sustainable Development Index, with 82% of Yemen's population
experiencing multidimensional poverty. Healthcare systems have collapsed, resulting in
the widespread spread of infectious diseases, malnutrition, and high child mortality
rates. Yemen is highly vulnerable to climate change impacts such as droughts and
floods. The absence of peace continues to pose a major challenge to development.



External and internal debts continue to accumulate, burdening the exhausted economy,
leading to a severe debt crisis with a sharp decline in the gross national income.

As civil society we highlight

e The importance of the commitment of international financial institutions - the
World Bank, the International Monetary Fund and others - that the terms of their
loans regarding reforms and development do not undermine the government’s
commitments to human rights, but rather support processes for integrating
human rights principles into all economic reform and development policies and
programs.

e The need for developing national strategies to combat corruption, transnational
organized crime, and cybercrimes, with detailed programs for their
implementation and providing necessary funding.

e Strengthening the role of civil society in planning, implementation, monitoring and
follow-up of Agenda 2030 and providing the necessary support to civil society
organizations and study and research centers to perform their role to societal
oversight and accountability.



